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Snow Policy Overview 

• Scope of the Policy 
• Public Assistance Cat B Snow Removal 

Expenses 

• FEMA Methodology 
• Current and Historical Snowfall Data 

• National Climate Data Center (NCDC) 
Cooperative Observer Network (COOP) 
Stations 

• NCDC US Snow Climatology for FEMA 
Analysis 

• Recommendations 
 
 



Current and Historical COOP Stations 
Within the Commonwealth 

• Approximate Station Inventory 

• Current / Active Stations 

• Nearly 100 

• Stations on FEMA Historical Snowfall Listing 

• Nearly 150 

• All Historical COOP Stations 

• Nearly 500 

 



Determining Record and 
Near Record Snowfall 

1. Current snowfall amounts under 
paragraph (D)(1) of this policy will be 
compared with the historical record 
snowfall amounts under paragraph (D)(2) 
of this policy for a like number of days 
without regard for the month in which the 
record snowfall or current event occurred. 



Determining Record and 
Near Record Snowfall 

2. For multiple day snowstorms, a county 
that meets the 1-day record or near record 
requirement on any one day, OR the 2-day 
record or near record over two 
consecutive days, OR the 3-day record or 
near record over three consecutive days, 
etc., will have met the record or near-
record criteria for that county. 



Determining Record and 
Near Record Snowfall 

3. When data from multiple NWS 
Cooperative Network Stations exist within 
a county, the highest current event 
snowfall reported by the NWS within that 
county will be compared to the highest 
historical snowfall record for that county. 



Determining Record and 
Near Record Snowfall 

4. For counties that do not have NCDC or 
NWS historical record snowfall data, the 
historical record from the nearest NWS 
Cooperative Network Station in an 
adjacent county, even if located in an 
adjacent State, may be used for 
determining historical snowfall records. 



Determining Record and 
Near Record Snowfall 

5. If current event snowfall data under 
paragraph (D)(1) of this policy are not 
available from the NWS for a county, the 
nearest NWS Cooperative Network Station 
data from an adjacent county, even if 
located in an adjacent State, may be used. 



Determining Record and 
Near Record Snowfall 

6. A county that does not receive a record or 
near record snowfall, but is contiguous to a 
county that does receive a record or near 
record snowfall, may be designated for snow 
assistance if the county has current event 
snowfall that meets or exceeds the current 
event snowfall of a county, to which it is 
contiguous, that has record or near record 
snowfall.  This comparison is based on the 
highest current event snowfall received by 
each county as reported by the NWS under 
paragraph (D)(1) of this policy. 



NCDC US Snow Climatology 
for FEMA Analysis (Historical) 

 

• http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/ussc/ 

 

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/ussc/


Current Event Snowfall Data 

• http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/snow-and-ice/dly-data.php 

• Table of active stations and reported snowfall (Used By FEMA) 

 

 
• http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/mpp/freedata.html#FREE 

• Individual Station Preliminary Data (Use this to identify potential 
issues with incorrect or incomplete data) 
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Original Station Data Sheets 
Use this to Verify Historical Impacts 

• http://www7.ncdc.noaa.gov/IPS/coop/coo
p.html 

 

http://www7.ncdc.noaa.gov/IPS/coop/coop.html
http://www7.ncdc.noaa.gov/IPS/coop/coop.html


High/Low 

Notes/Comments 

Rain/Snow 



Raw Data Access 

• http://www7.ncdc.noaa.gov/CDO/dataproduct 

• You can download data from here for use in spreadsheets 
and databases 

 

Charge for non-government users.  See NCDC Free Data Access policy 
for procedures on obtaining free access to the data 

http://www7.ncdc.noaa.gov/CDO/dataproduct


Free Data Access 

• Coordinate with your IT staff to work through 
technical requirements to obtain free data 
access. 

• Online access is free for .gov, .edu, .mil, .k12, .us 
and other selected domains. See the Free Access 
section of the NCDC Help page for detailed 
information. 
• http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/about/ncdchelp.html#FREE 

• Identify other entities that may have free access 
(ie. Libraries, colleges/universities, etc). 
Example – Library of Virginia Wireless Network allows 

you to have free access to the data. 
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Recommendations 

• Follow-up webinars can be scheduled for more 
information if there is interest. 

• When possible, document snowfall with 
photographs (date/time stamp) and forward 
snowfall reports to local NWS Forecast Offices. 

• When updating Regional Hazard Mitigation Plans, 
incorporate historical NCDC COOP Station data. 

• Document major events (ie. Top 5-10) extreme 
snowfall and extreme cold events into your Hazard 
Identification and Risk Assessment (HIRA). 


