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Bakken Crude Oil Shipment 
forwarded from 
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DISTRIBUTION LIST 
 

* LOCAL EM COORDINATOR 
* LOCAL HAZMAT COORDINATOR 
* LOCAL PSAP 
* VDEM HAZMAT and LSS/DRRD 
* VERC AGENCIES 
* SECRETARY PS/HS and SEC. TRANSPORTATION 

 
 
 
 

Questions, contact the VEOC at 804-674-2400 or veoc@vdem.virginia.gov 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 

To: Local Government Emergency Management Coordinators 

 Local Government HAZMAT Coordinators 

 Local Government Public Safety Answering Points (PSAPs) 

 VDEM Response Programs Division 

 VDEM Regional Support Division 

 Virginia Emergency Response Council Agencies 

 Secretariat of Public Safety and Homeland Security 

 Governor’s Office 

 

From: Jeffrey D. Stern   

 

Subject: Updated Bakken Crude Oil Shipment Notification 

           

 

Included with this memorandum is an updated Bakken Crude Oil Shipment Notification from 

CSX.  This notification was received by the Virginia Department of Emergency Management 

(VDEM) on July 24
th

.  CSX has indicated that there are no changes from current routing or 

volume since the last notice. 

 

On May 7, 2014, the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) issued an emergency order 

requiring railroads operating trains containing more than one million gallons (1,000,000) of 

Bakken crude oil to notify state emergency response commissions. Notification must include the 

estimated volume of crude oil being transported, frequency of anticipated train traffic, and the 

route through which the crude oil will be transported. In Virginia, the Virginia Emergency 

Response Council (VERC) serves as our state emergency response commission, and VDEM 

serves as the chair of VERC. The USDOT emergency order can be viewed at: 

http://www.dot.gov/briefing-room/emergency-order. USDOT issued a Final Rule for High 

Hazard Flammable Trains (HHFT) on May 1, 2015, incorporating the notification procedures, 

which can be viewed at:  http://www.transportation.gov/mission/safety/final-rule-flammable-

liquids-rail.  

http://www.dot.gov/briefing-room/emergency-order
http://www.transportation.gov/mission/safety/final-rule-flammable-liquids-rail
http://www.transportation.gov/mission/safety/final-rule-flammable-liquids-rail
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Currently, CSX is the only company that has notified the VERC that it transports Bakken crude 

oil in this quantity in the Commonwealth of Virginia. CSX has provided VDEM with very basic 

notification information. Two pages of this notification have been labeled as business sensitive 

and proprietary by CSX. CSX remains responsible for determining what they consider business 

sensitive and proprietary, not the Commonwealth. VDEM is passing on the entire CSX 

notification package to you, including the proprietary information, as we have determined you 

are an authority responsible for preparedness or response to rail incidents or accidents and have a 

need to know this information. VDEM is not asking you to sign the NDA in this packet. We are 

simply passing it on as part of the entire package and ask you to treat marked information on a 

need-to-know basis. As you will find, this proprietary information has already been disclosed in 

the public domain, and I have previously asked CSX to remove the proprietary markings to 

remove the perception that anything is being kept from response authorities or the public. 

 

If you identify any concerns or issues with the information CSX has provided, or have other 

comments or questions, please report those issues to the VDEM Watch Center at 

VEOC@vdem.virginia.gov or 804-674-2400. 

 

VDEM expects to receive and forward these notifications from time to time for as long as the 

USDOT Order remains in effect. You will receive the notification as an alert email via the 

StateWide Alert Network (SWAN). VDEM will adjust these notification procedures if needed, 

based upon your feedback. Please let us know if any additional local response authorities should 

be added to this notification list. 

 

VDEM has identified the following communities along the current shipping route that have a 

need to know about these shipments; we will send these notifications to the local emergency 

managers, local hazmat coordinators, and local 9-1-1 public safety answering points: 

 

 Albemarle County 

 Alleghany County 

 Amherst County 

 Appomattox County 

 Bedford County 

 Botetourt County 

 Buckingham County 

 Campbell County 

 Charles City County 

 Chesterfield County 

 Town of Clifton Forge 

 City of Covington 

 Cumberland County 

 Fluvanna County 

 Goochland County 

 Henrico County 

mailto:VEOC@vdem.virginia.gov
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 James City County 

 City of Lynchburg 

 Nelson County 

 New Kent County 

 City of Newport News 

 Powhatan County 

 City of Richmond 

 Rockbridge County 

 City of Williamsburg 

 York County 

 

As you are aware, a 105-car CSX train carrying Bakken crude oil derailed in downtown 

Lynchburg on April 30, 2014. This train was carrying approximately 3,000,000 gallons of oil. A 

total of 17 tank cars derailed, and three of them ended up partially submerged in the James River. 

The derailment led to a large fire and release of oil into the river. Therefore, VDEM has added 

communities that border the James River to this list, even if your community does not have the 

CSX railroad track within its border. 

 

Virginia responded to aftermath of the Lynchburg train crash and USDOT emergency order 

aggressively. Governor Terry McAuliffe has established a Railroad Safety and Security Task 

Force, led by Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security Brian Moran and Secretary of 

Transportation Aubrey Layne. The task force held its first meeting on June 4
th

 and released an 

Initial Report and Recommendations on May 1, 2015. This report can be found online at 

https://pshs.virginia.gov/initiatives/commissions-task-forces-working-groups//. VDEM looks 

forward to working with you to reduce the risk posed by the routine transport of hazardous 

materials in the Commonwealth. VDEM’s Response Programs Division and Regional Support 

Division staffs are available for additional questions. 

 

No response procedures are changing at this time, and our VDEM Watch Center at the VEOC 

remains our 24/7 point of contact at VEOC@vdem.virginia.gov or 804-674-2400 for emergency 

incidents. 

 

JDS 

https://pshs.virginia.gov/initiatives/commissions-task-forces-working-groups/
mailto:VEOC@vdem.virginia.gov
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