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Earthquakes in Virginia? 
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
Earthquakes are rare in the mid-Atlantic region, but Mineral, VA was the epicenter of a 5.8 magnitude earthquake on August 23, 2011. Since then, communities in and around the Commonwealth have experienced more than two dozen aftershocks.
Is Your Home Safe?
Check your home carefully for damages. Here are some things to look for:
· Has the building shifted or moved from its foundation? Did the foundation crack or separate?
· Did any portion of the walls, floors, roof or decking collapse or crack?
· Is the building noticeably leaning?
· Are walls leaning or no longer straight up and down? Are doors or windows jammed or hard to open and close?
· Is your roof leaking? Is there water damage on your ceilings? 
If your home shows structural damage, check with a professional contractor to determine if it is safe. To obtain the name of a licensed contractor or building inspector, contact your insurance or mortgage company. You can check a contractor’s license at www.dpor.virginia.gov. Click on License Lookup.
Are Your Utilities Working Properly?
Checking utilities is especially important if you live in an older home.
· Check for gas leaks. If you smell gas or hear blowing or hissing noise, open a window and quickly leave the building. Turn off the gas at the outside main valve if you can and call the gas company from a neighbor's home. If you turn off the gas for any reason, it must be turned back on by a professional. 
· Look for electrical system damage. If you see sparks or broken or frayed wires, or if you smell hot insulation, turn off the electricity at the main fuse box or circuit breaker. Look to see if your electrical meter has shifted out of place. Check outdoors for tilted power poles or sagging power lines. Never step in water to get to the fuse box or circuit breaker. Call an electrician for advice. 
· Check for damaged sewer and water lines. If you suspect sewage lines are damaged, don’t use the toilets and call a plumber. If water pipes are damaged—especially older copper pipes—contact the water company and avoid using water from the tap.  
Can You Safely Heat Your Home?
If you use a furnace, look to see if the furnace has shifted. Be sure to check for damage to ducts or exhaust pipes. 
Chimneys are easily damaged in an earthquake. Check yours carefully, especially if you use a fireplace or stove for heat. Some damage is obvious. Some is hidden. All are dangerous. To start:
· Check to see if bricks have fallen or the chimney appears to be leaning.
· Look for shiny areas on your metal chimney pipe. This means the chimney moved during the earthquake.
· Look for cracks at joints: where the chimney connects to the firebox, at the roofline, and in the attic. 
· Check the mortar between the bricks or stones with a screwdriver. If it crumbles when you pick at it, the chimney may be a hazard.
· Deciding whether a chimney has had earthquake damage is not always easy. Have your chimney inspected by a professional before you use it to heat your home.  To obtain the name of an inspector, contact your insurance or mortgage company.
Check appliances that burn natural gas (fireplaces, water heaters, furnaces and stoves) for damages and cracks as well.
Be safe.  Get a carbon monoxide detector and install it right away. Install smoke detectors if you don’t already have them. Call your local fire department for advice or help in installing them.
Your life and your family’s lives may depend on it.
Report Earthquake Damages
You can help by reporting any earthquake-related damage to your home to your local city or county government. This is to record the damage only, not to register for services or funds.  
Call your local emergency management office or go to the local government’s website. 
A link to emergency managers is available on the left side of the VDEM website, www.vaemergency.gov. 
For Louisa County, report damage to (540) 967-3496. For more information, go to www.louisacounty.com.
What Resources Are Available?
The following resources can provide critical information to help you recover from an earthquake.
Virginia Department of Emergency Management information on earthquakes and landslides: www.vaemergency.gov/readyvirginia/stayinformed/earthquakes 
Department of Homeland Security information on what to do before, during and after an earthquake: www.ready.gov/earthquakes  
Federal Emergency Management Agency information about earthquake preparedness, response and recovery: www.fema.gov/hazard/earthquake  
American Red Cross earthquake information: www.redcross.org/recover 
Culpeper County chimney advisory: http://web.culpepercounty.gov 
Louisa County earthquake information: www.louisacounty.com 
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