
Executive Report 2015 Statewide Tornado Drill 

 

Virginia’s statewide tornado drill is a staple of preparedness in the region. For several years, 
Department of Education has required public and private schools to implement tornado safety as an 
annual practice. 

When VDEM adopted the Ready Virginia brand, it was logical to incorporate all the preparedness 
campaign under the same umbrella. Starting in 2010, we formally collect tornado drill participation by 
setting up an online survey through Survey Monkey. We have seen the effect of social media by the 
increase of participation from the general public and private entities. 

Here is a comparative summary of this year’s results: 

The registration survey is open to the public the month of October but it’s not until February and 
March that we see the increase on registration. On 2015, we received 1,203 registrations for a total of 
1,022,136 participants; a total of 1,131 registrations (255,474 participants) less than 2014. 

When we asked what type of organization they represent, the biggest participant group was the public 
school, with 41.9% (35.5 % in 2014); in second place, high participation from private homes with 
17.5% (26% in 2014); third place with State government with 11.7% (8.4% in 2014) and businesses 
with 6.2% (7.2% in 2014) in fourth place. 

 



It’s important to highlight the slight increase of registration from local governments, nonprofit 
organizations and voluntary groups regardless of overall lower participation. 

When asked to specify what city of county the participant is located, these are the results for both 
years: 

2015 Top 10 localities 2014 Top 10 localities 
Locality % Locality % 

Fairfax County 6.3 Fairfax County 8.8 
Chesapeake City of 5.8 Loudon County 4.1 
Richmond City of 5.1 Henrico County 3.5 
Loudon County 4.8 Chesapeake City of 3.2 
Norfolk City of 3.8 Richmond City of 3.1 
Virginia Beach City of 3.7 Norfolk City of 2.8 
Spotsylvania County 2.7 Virginia Beach City of 2.7 
Hanover County 2.6 Prince William County 2.6 
Augusta County 2.4 Augusta County 2.3 
Prince William County 2 Chesterfield Couty 2.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



When we asked how many times they have participated in the drill, the majority 25.5% (37 % in 2014) 
said this was their first time; 24.8% (22.7% in 2014) said they had between 2-4 years doing the drill, 
and 17.4% (12.5% in 2014) more than 10 years. More than 50% of the participants are fairly new to 
this practice.  

 

Responders said they knew about the following Ready Virginia resources: 

 

 

 



More than 75% (71% in 2014) said to have visited Ready Virginia website and 35% (35.7% in 2014) 
said to have visited www.vaemergency.gov. We have increased our visitors to our Facebook page to 
14% (12.5% in 2014); 5.8% ( 5.4% in 2014) our twitter page and 6.2% (5.5% in 2014) the YouTube 
channel. 

 

 


