
Get Ready for Winter Weather

Nov. 30 – Dec. 6 is Winter Preparedness Week
Fall’s pretty leaves and crisp nights remind us winter is near.  Take three steps now to get ready.  
Get a kit.  If the power is out and roads are closed, then you’ll need supplies.  Build an emergency kit to last your family and pets at least three days.  Include a battery-powered radio and extra batteries (a weather radio is a good choice); canned and packaged food and a manual can opener; water; blankets and warm clothing; medications and a first aid kit; flashlights and extra batteries.  Don’t rely on candles for light because they can cause fires.
Make a family plan.  Talk with your family about what to do.  Decide on a meeting place if you cannot return home.  Choose an out-of-town friend or relative as a point-of-contact if you are separated.  Always tell someone before you travel on snowy roads where you are going and when you expect to arrive.  Better yet, don’t drive during snow and ice storms.
Stay informed.  Listen to your local media and emergency officials for current weather and road conditions.      
Protect yourself and your home with these tips:

· If there is a severe storm, then power outages could occur.  If possible stay in a place that has power (friend’s house, hotel, shelter).
· If you must stay home during power outages, decide how you will stay warm.  Choose a room in your home that can be closed off and heated by something other than electricity.
· If you will heat with a fireplace or wood stove, have a professional take a look at it before winter sets in, especially if it has been a long time since the last cleaning.  Residue can build up that can cause fires.
· Portable generators and kerosene and propane heaters should be inspected and cleaned by professionals so that they work safely.  Proper ventilation is essential.  Closely follow manufacturer’s directions when hooking them up.  

· Plug space heaters into wall outlets.  Keep them at least three feet from other objects. Never leave them unattended.
· Protect interior pipes from freezing by wrapping them in insulation or layers of newspaper and then covering with plastic to keep out moisture.  Let faucets drip a little.
Go to www.readyvirginia.gov for more about getting ready for winter weather.
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