CERTIFICATE of RECOGNITION
By virtue of the authority vested by the Constitution in the Governor of the
Commonwealth of Virginia there is hereby officially recognized:

NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH

	WHEREAS, September is National Preparedness Month, a time set aside annually to encourage Americans to take necessary steps to prepare for any and al emergencies in their homes, businesses and communities; and
	WHEREAS, September has historically been the most active month for hurricanes with 36 of 64 major hurricanes affecting the United States occurring during this month; and 
	WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Virginia has made it a high priority to continue to build a strong and viable “culture of preparedness” throughout state and local governments, colleges and universities, the private sector and the general public; and
	WHEREAS, those who are prepared for emergencies recover faster and can help others who also may be affected, demonstrating community spirit in the face of adversity; and
	WHEREAS, emergency preparedness is a shared responsibility, and every family that is able should prepare to be self-sufficient for the first 72 hours after disaster strikes; and 
	WHEREAS, Virginia families can start their preparedness actions by making an emergency plan and stocking at least three days’ of essential supplies including water and food that won’t spoil and a hand-crank or battery-powered radio and extra batteries to hear emergency information;
	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Robert F. McDonnell, do hereby recognize September 2012 as NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH in our COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, a time to remember and a time to prepare, and I encourage all citizens to be ready for emergencies by taking steps to prepare for emergencies at home, at work and in our communities.

	

