
Hurricane Season IS Flood Season

Strong winds aren’t the only danger hurricanes bring … water is just as destructive.  Tropical storms can unload heavy rains that overwhelm drainage systems and run off high ground to cause flash flooding. 

These storms can form as early as June, and they often lead to flooding in communities along Virginia’s coast and well inland.  The time to get ready is now.  

· Make a family emergency plan.  Decide where you will meet up with your family members and where you will go if you have to leave.  Choose places to meet both in and outside of your neighborhood.  Identify several places you could stay in an emergency – perhaps a friend’s home in another town, a motel or public shelter if necessary.  Go to www.ReadyVirginia.gov for family plan worksheets.  Use them to write down your plan.
· Get supplies for your emergency kit.  Start with three days of water and three days of packaged and canned food.  Add a working battery-powered radio and extra batteries.  Store these in waterproof containers that have wheels or that you can lift so you can take them with you.  

· Stay informed about what could happen.  During storm season, listen to local media for up-to-date reports on weather watches and warnings.  A NOAA Weather Radio or a battery-powered radio with a weather band are good choices and inexpensive to buy.

Flooding is the most common natural disaster in Virginia, and it is costly.  Just one inch of water in a home leads to about $8,000 in cleanup, including replacing drywall, baseboards, flooring, furniture and appliances.  Most homeowners’ insurance policies do not cover flooding, so talk to your agent now about flood insurance.  Remember that it typically takes 30 days for a new flood insurance policy to go into effect.  See www.floodsmart.gov or call 1-800-427-2419.

Visit www.ReadyVirginia.gov and www.ListoVirginia.gov to find out more about how to prepare for hurricane and flash flood season.  
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