
In Like a Lion … March Brings Statewide Tornado Drill
Last year, 39 tornadoes struck Virginia, the second highest number ever recorded in a single year.  The largest number – 86 – occurred in 2004.  Tornadoes have hit every part of Virginia in every month of the year, and March winds remind us to get ready.  
Tornadoes can be deadly, and they don’t give much warning, but there are two things that every family, business and organization should do to prepare.  
1. Get a NOAA Weather Radio with SAME alerts.  
2. Participate in the statewide tornado drill Tuesday, March 17, at 9:45 a.m.

NOAA Weather Radios are the best way of getting tornado warnings.  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration uses a network of radio stations that broadcast weather data from the nearest National Weather Service office.  When a tornado warning is issued, the radio sounds an alarm followed by information on where the storm is, which way it’s moving, and telling people in its path to take cover.  SAME stands for Specific Area Message Encoding, a feature that allows you to program your radio for your area.  NOAA Weather Radios are available at electronics and sporting goods stores, department stores, boating stores and online.  They come in battery-powered models and many also have AM/FM bands so you can listen to local radio stations.  Some have strobe lights for the hearing impaired.  Prices start at about $30. 
It’s a good idea to practice taking cover from tornadoes.  To start the March 17 drill, the NWS will send a “test” tornado warning on NOAA Weather Radio at 9:45 a.m.  This will prompt radio and television stations to broadcast a test message.  During the drill, you should go immediately to the lowest level of your home, office or school building and move to a windowless interior hallway, room or closet and take a “drop, cover and hold” position.  This means crouch as low as possible to the floor, facing down and covering your head with your hands.

Everyone should know how to get information and what to do in case of a tornado watch or warning.  To learn more about preparing your family, workplace or school for a tornado, go to www.ReadyVirginia.gov and click on Stay Informed.  
Prepared by the Virginia Department of Emergency Management, February 2009

(804) 897-6510
