Is your home ready?
Virginia residents living along coastal areas are not the only ones who need to prepare their homes for hurricane and flooding season.  During the past four years, tropical storms Jeanne, Gaston and Ernesto have caused millions of dollars of damage to homes throughout Virginia.
Strong storms typically hit Virginia during September and October, so you should take steps now to protect your home from wind and water damage.  Use these tips to get your home ready before disaster strikes:
· Bring in all outdoor furniture, decorations, garbage cans and anything else that is not tied down.  
· Caulk or install weather stripping to all doors and windows to prevent wind from entering. 

· Brace garage doors and tracks to meet impact-resistant criteria. Check with local building officials and building supply retailers for code requirements.  (Approximately 80% of residential hurricane damage starts with wind entry through garage doors.) 
· If you have a fuel tank, it should be anchored to resist the force of floodwaters and flotation. 
· Make sure your sump pump is working.

· Clear debris from gutters and downspouts.

· Consider placing the furnace and water heater on masonry blocks or concrete at least 12” above the projected flood elevation.

· Store important documents and photographs where they won’t get damaged.  
· Plan and practice a flood evacuation route with your family.
September is National Preparedness Month.  For more information about protecting your family and your home, visit www.ReadyVirginia.gov or www.ListoVirginia.gov.  You’ll find planning worksheets, a complete list of emergency supplies and more.
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