Is Your Family Ready?
It’s hurricane season.  Many Virginians make the mistake of thinking they don’t happen here, but we often suffer significant damage and sometimes loss of life from tropical storms and depressions and hurricanes that make landfall in other states.  

If the power were out, roads were blocked, and you were instructed to stay in your home, would you be prepared?  Take three steps now to get ready for hurricane season:

· Get a kit.
· Make a plan.

· Stay informed.
Get a kit.  You should have supplies to last at least three days, including:
· Three gallons of water per person

· Canned and packaged food, with manual can opener

· Battery-powered radio and extra batteries

· First aid kit

· Flashlight and extra batteries

· Toiletries

· Blankets or sleeping bags

· Prescription medications

· Special items for infant, elderly or disabled members of the household

· Pet needs

Make a plan.  Know where you would go if you had to evacuate and where you could take your pets.

· Decide on a family meeting place in case you cannot return home.

· Choose an out-of-town friend or relative as a family point of contact.

· Keep important phone numbers with you at all times.

· Talk to school officials to lean how they will notify you of your child’s status.

Stay informed.  Listen to local information before, during and after an emergency.  Local media will provide any orders to evacuate, details about evacuation routes, locations about evacuation shelters, and information about how to safely stay where you are.  
Visit www.ReadyVirginia.gov and www.ListoVirginia.gov to find out more about how to prepare for hurricane season.  You’ll find a complete list of emergency supplies and planning worksheets.
-end-

Prepared by the Virginia Department of Emergency Management, June 2008

(804) 897-6510
