[image: image1.jpg]v

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT
OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT





Public Participation
For guidance, refer to Bringing the Plan to Life (FEMA 386-1), Steps 1- 3.
Requirements §201.6(b) and §201.6(c)(1) from DMA2K:

An open public involvement process is essential to the development of an effective plan. In order to develop a more comprehensive approach to reducing the effects of natural disasters, the planning process shall include:

(1) An opportunity for the public to comment on the plan during the drafting stage and prior to plan approval;

(2) An opportunity for neighboring communities, local and regional agencies involved in hazard mitigation activities, and agencies that have the authority to regulate development, as well as businesses, academia and other private and non-profit interests to be involved in the planning process; and

(3) Review and incorporation, if appropriate, of existing plans, studies,

reports, and technical information.
REQUIREMENTS:
The plan shall document how the plan was prepared (e.g., the time period to complete the plan, the type and outcome of meetings), who was involved in the planning process (e.g., the composition of the planning team), and how the public was involved.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
The plan should also document how the planning team was formed and how each party represented contributed to the process. Ideally, the local mitigation planning team is composed of local, State, and Federal agency representatives, as well as community representatives, local business leaders, and educators.

· A final copy of the hazard mitigation plan should be posted on the local website for local planning organizations to view the plan and for public comment.
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