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Resolve to Prepare Your Family for Emergencies in 2014
There is no more important resolution to make than to renew our personal efforts to be sure our families are ready for whatever 2014 will bring.  Everyone can do something to prepare for emergencies.

Consider this: disasters can happen at any time, and families may not be together.  Power could be lost, and cell phones may not work.  Families should decide in advance what they will do.
Some questions to discuss:

· Do you and your family members have contact phone numbers memorized or written down and placed in backpacks and wallets?  

· Do you have a plan on how to meet up with family if you are separated? 

· Do you know how to contact your children’s school in case of an emergency?  

· Do you have three days of emergency supplies and water set aside?

Families and individuals can fill out an emergency plan, post it in homes, and share it with family and friends.  Get free plan worksheets, wallet cards and emergency supply checklists at www.ReadyVirginia.gov or on the free Ready Virginia app for iPhone and Android devices.

Take a few minutes in the new year to decide who to call, where to meet, and what supplies to have at home or in your office in case you can’t get out or you have to evacuate because of a bad situation.  Don’t try to wing it, as this family did:   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7mHV3el2g0&feature=youtu.be
For tips and testimonies about being prepared for emergencies, follow #Prepared2014 throughout the year. 
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