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SUMMARY 
 

Governor McDonnell declared a State of Emergency for the Commonwealth of Virginia authorizing state 
agencies to assist local governments responding to potential major winter storm forecasted to impact the 
Commonwealth beginning Saturday, 25 December, through Monday, 27 December, with potential snow 
accumulations of 6 to 10 inches.  

 
EXECUTIVE ACTION 

 
EOC Activation: At 1500 27 December, the VEOC transitioned to Recovery Operations. 

 
State of Emergency: Governor McDonnell declared an emergency for the Commonwealth at 1130 on 25 

December. 
 

Other State Actions      Delaware declared a state of emergency at 1600 on 26 December 
North Carolina declared a state of emergency at 1730 on 25 December. 
Maryland declared a state of emergency at 2200 on 25 December, lifted at 1000, 28 
December. 

                                                              
Local Protective Actions: Local Emergencies Declared (3):  

Essex; 1200 26 December 
Norfolk; 1330 26 December  
Virginia Beach; 1200 26 December, declaration ended at 1000, 28 December  
  
Local Emergency Operation Centers Open (0): 
All local EOC’s have been closed. 
                                                  
Local Shelters Open (0): 
All local shelters have been closed. 
 
Requests for Assistance Received: 
No requests for assistance. 
 

ESF 1 – Transportation VA Department of Transportation (VDOT) 
VDOT continuing snow and ice control operational plans in impacted areas. 
 
Roads: 
All major roads are open to traffic.  
 
Notable concerns across VA include: 
 Minor to moderate conditions in areas of Southwest VA and the Northern Neck 
primarily due to windy weather and icy conditions.  

 Moderate to Severe conditions reported on primary routes in the Hampton 
Roads Region.  

 Moderate conditions reported on Southside interstates within the Hampton 
Roads Region.  

 On the Eastern Shore, Route 13 and 175 continue to improve; however, driving 
with extreme caution is advised.  



2 
 

 All state-maintained secondary roads in the Eastern Shore are currently 
considered in severe condition. Additional VDOT and contracted forces are 
actively engaged in working secondary routes clearance. 

 VA 511 homepage  
 
Rail:  
Virginia Railway Express (VRE) returned to full service on 27 December  
Norfolk-Portsmouth Beltline Railroad operating at partial service on 28 December 
 
Airport closures:  
City of Suffolk Executive Airport closed 
 

ESF 8 – Public Health  VA Department of Health (VDH) 
 Two (2) Local Health District offices remain closed on 28 December: Chesapeake 

and Eastern Shore.  All other LHD’s are operating at normal/limited hours.  One 
storm related fatality reported in the Western Office of Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) 
District. 
 

ESF 12 – Energy  State Corporation Commission (SCC) 
All storm-related power outages have been restored. 
 

ESF 14 – Recovery VA Department of Emergency Management (VDEM) 
Conducting preliminary assessments on snow total data. Will assess need for 
Presidential Emergency Declaration request given new per capita thresholds. 
Submitting requests to locals for cost estimates.  Working with FEMA Region 3 on 
clarifying policy issues. 

  
VERT PLANNING SECTION 

Maintaining situational awareness. Preparing and distributing State Situation Reports 
and special briefings to senior leadership as needed. 
 
Weather Forecast: No National Weather Service Watches/Warnings issued for 
Virginia.  No hazardous weather is forecast for Virginia.   
 

Prepared by: Philip Hunt 
Authority of Michael Cline, State Coordinator 
/s/ Michael Nelson, VERT Coordinator 
 


